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4th Day of Public Health in Cyprus

INFO DAYS

«Climate Action,
Environment, Resource
Efficiency & Raw
Materials»
11-12 September 2018,
Brussels, Belgium
https://goo.gl/kF7GsW

«Horizon 2020 Energy
virtual info day»
13 September 2018,
online
https://goo.gl/URFyre

Celebrations for the 10 Years of Operation of the School of Health Sciences Under the
auspices of the Minister of Health Mr. Ioannou. The Cyprus University of Technology and
the International Institute of Cyprus for Environmental and Public Health invite you to
attend the 4th Pancyprian Public Health Day under the auspices of the Minister of Health
of the Republic of Cyprus Mr. Ioannou.
At the same time, the anniversary celebrations will be held for the ten years of operation of the
School of Health Sciences of the Cyprus University of Technology. The topics of the conference
will focus on the challenges of the new General Health System and on the various research results from relevant public health actors in Cyprus based on surveys of the Cypriot population
and vulnerable groups.
Invited speech will be given by Dr. Marcel Goldberg, inspirer and creator of the French cohort
CONSTANCES, which monitors health indicators for over 200,000 French people. The workshop will take place on September 20, 2018, 09:00 - 17:00, at Amphitheater 1, building Tassos
Papadopoulos of the Technological University of Cyprus.
More information: https://www.cut.ac.cy/faculties/hsc/cii
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International Conference CLIMATICO 2019

We are pleased to invite you to
the CLIMATICO 2019 International Conference: Climate Change in the Mediterranean:
Agriculture, Food and Health impacts and
Challenges, which will be held on 11-12
April 2019, in Limassol, Cyprus, an upcoming cosmopolitan Mediterranean seaside city.
The CLIMATICO 2019 international conference aims to showcase the advances in science and technology driven by the Paris Climate Change Agreement with special emphasis on agricultural, food and health aspects of climate change impacts in the Mediterranean region.
The conference will bring together leading scientists, policy makers and entrepreneurs to engage into discussions towards a sustainable and climate safe development of the Mediterranean region. Selected papers from the conference proceedings will be part of a special issue in
the scientific journal Climate.
The abstract submission and registration is now open. You can submit your abstract here.
The Conference will be under the auspices of the Minister of Agriculture, Rural Development
and Environment, Dr. Kostas Kadis and will be supported by the Commissioner for the Environment, Ms. Ioanna Panayiotou.
More information : www.climatico2019.com
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Estonia joins European initiative to develop supercomputers
On the 24th of August Estonia has become the 21st European country to sign the
European declaration on high-performance computing (HPC). The aim is to pool
European and national resources to build and deploy world-class supercomputers
that would be ranked in the world's top three by 2022-2023.
High-performance computing is needed to process ever larger amounts of data and help
researchers make scientific breakthroughs in many areas from healthcare and renewable energy to car safety and cybersecurity.
The EuroHPC Joint Undertaking will pool investments to establish leading European supercomputers and big data
infrastructure. The Joint Undertaking aims to acquire systems with pre-exascale performance (a hundred million billion or 1017 calculations per second) by 2020, and support the development of exascale (a billion billion or 1018 calculations per second) performance systems based on European technology by 2022-2023.
Περισσότερες Πληροφορίες: https://goo.gl/BbtPPZ

From mini-organs to ultrafast filming: ERC invests in early career
researchers
Why is the world so
green? What can we
eat to prevent dementia? Are our eyes really the windows to our
personalities?
403
talented early career
researchers
have
been awarded European Research Council grants to answer such questions.

The grants, are part of
the 'excellent science'
pillar of the EU's current Research and
Innovation
programme,
Horizon
2020.

More Information:
Scientists will benefit from EUR 603 million in total and
up to EUR 1.5 million each, to create their own research https://goo.gl/NgQ3CJ
teams and conduct pioneering projects.

Commission promotes greater participation of businesses in regional
innovation strategies
The Commission has given the green-light for the
continuation of a support action aiming to improve
regional innovation systems in low-growth and lowincome regions in Romania, Bulgaria, Poland, Hungary, Greece, Italy, Portugal, Spain and Croatia.

It is complementary to other initiatives, such as 'Stairway
to Excellence', which helps regions identify EU resources
to finance innovative projects and pair up with other regions with similar assets to create innovation clusters.
The support action has a budget €3 million for 2018-2019
made available by the European Parliament.

Coordinated by the Commission's department for Regional and Urban policy and the Joint Research Centre, the More Information: https://goo.gl/9wqP59
initiative helps regions tackle bottlenecks to innovation,
such as lack of interaction between local business
spheres and academia, and achieve industrial transition.
It will particularly focus on promoting a greater involvement of business partners and entrepreneurs in the design and implementation of regional innovation strategies,
known as smart specialisation strategies.
Developed jointly with the European Parliament and implemented over 2014-2016, the action is renewed for two
more years, to help regions prepare for efficient investments in research and innovation in the next long term
EU budget 2021-2027.
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Commission takes further action to improve consumer protection
against toxic substances
Οn 11 July 2018 the Commission took action to restrict the
placing on the market of articles containing four
phthalates: DEHP, DBP, BBP and DIBP.
These substances are commonly present in plasticised materials and found in a wide variety of everyday products, from toys
to sport equipment.
Phthalates are substances of high concern known for their toxic effects on reproductive health.
According to the proposed restriction presented in the REACH Committee, the four phthalates may not be present
in articles used by consumers or available in indoor areas in a concentration equal to or above 0.1% by weight
individually or in any combination in any plasticised material. The restriction proposal takes into account the cumulative effects and combined exposure to the 4 phthalates from different articles.
The REACH Committee, composed of experts from all Member States, supported the proposed measure by unanimity. The European Parliament and the Council now have 3 months to scrutinise the measure before its adoption by the Commission.
The restriction will then be published in the Official Journal of the European Union and will apply 18 months after
the entry into force to products produced both in and outside of the EU.
More Information: https://goo.gl/7NwX3z

European Citizens' Initiative: Commission registers initiative to 'Stop
starvation for 8% of the European population'
The College of Commissioners has today decided
to register a European Citizens' Initiative entitled 'Stop
starvation for 8% of the European population'.

list of actions where they call
on the Commission to make
legislative proposals.
These range from the creation of a food stamp programme to a reform of agricultural derivatives markets,
and a new classification system for food waste with

The stated objectives of the
proposed Citizens' Initiative
include "to prompt governments to embrace the hunger
problem" and to "emphasize the responsibility of gov- associated targets and processing rules.
ernments to eradicate the problem."
More Information:
The organisers of the Initiative have set out a detailed https://goo.gl/5u2HQC

Juncker Plan supports €40 million loan to finance research of cancer
treatment
The European Investment Bank
(EIB) has signed a EUR 40 million
loan agreement with French biotechnology company Nanobiotix,
a Euronext Tech40 company and
nanomedicine enterprise that has
developed a technology to enhance existing oncology treatment and to potentially bring a
new dimension to cancer therapies.
The loan will be guaranteed under the European Fund for
Strategic Investments, part of the Juncker Plan which has
mobilised EUR 335 billion in supported investments since

its inception. Nanobiotix will use the
financing for its planned expenditures in research, development and
innovation.
More Information:
https://goo.gl/x5efMC
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Juncker Plan renews support
for windfarms in Greece
The EIB has signed a €24 million
financing agreement with the Greek
Terna Energy Group to help fund the
development, construction and operation of two windfarms on Mount
Vermio in northern Greece.

The two windfarms will have a combined operating capacity of 44.4 MW,
divided between Eressou IpsomaFourka (operating capacity 36MW) and
Lefkes-Kerasia (operating capacity of
8.4MW). Combined, they will host 22
wind turbines installed on complex high
Alpha Bank acted as co-lender providaltitude terrain (exceeding 1.400m),
ing an equivalent amount of long-term
and will be connected to the transmisdebt next to a medium term VAT facilision grid via a new MV/HV Substation
ty.
and respectively 8.5 km and 16km of
The EIB’s loan is backed under the EU budget guarantee MV underground cable.
of the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI),
the financial instrument of the Investment Plan for Europe. This is the second such agreement with Terna following one last July to finance windfarms in the Viotia
More Information: https://goo.gl/e7CbpA
region.

Commission approves Greek support mechanism for flexible power
capacity
The European Commission has found the planned Greek mechanism to
remunerate flexible electricity capacity to be in line with EU State aid
rules.
Under this mechanism, flexible power capacity providers such as gas-fired
power plants, flexible hydro plants and, in a second stage, demand response
and storage operators can obtain a payment for being available to generate
electricity or, in the case of demand response operators, for being ready to
reduce their electricity consumption.
This flexibility in power capacity will allow the Greek transmission system operator (TSO) to cope with the variability in electricity production and consumption, in particular during evening hours, when decreasing solar energy
generation coincides with increasing demand for electricity.
To limit costs, the TSO will select the flexible capacity providers through competitive auctions, with a maximum tendered volume of 4,500 megawatts. The measure will apply until the end of
2019.
More Information: http://europa.eu/rapid/midday-express-30-07-2018.htm

EU-U.S. Joint Statement of 25 July: European Union imports of U.S.
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) are on the rise
Since the arrival of the first U.S. LNG
carrier in the Portuguese port of Sines
April 2016 and August 2018, EU imports
of liquefied natural gas from the U.S.
have increased from zero to 2.8 billion
cubic meters.

In order to increase imports to Europe further, U.S. prices for liquefied natural gas
need to be competitive on the EU market.
In addition, the following actions are key to facilitating
imports:
•

Development of liquefied natural gas capacities in
the EU and in the U.S.:

•
Regulatory restrictions by the U.S.
need to be lifted
More information:
https://goo.gl/CpwdtN
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How Erasmus gives young entrepreneurs a leg-up in business
Young entrepreneurs often face difficulty establishing a strong business
plan and finding effective
technical options. Business Planet went to Athens to find out about a
programme designed to
help - Erasmus for Young
Entrepreneurs.

whom they stay and collaborate for a period of 1 to 6
months.
The stay is partly financed
by the European Commission.

Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs helps provide aspiring More Information: https://goo.gl/E6UH3Y
European entrepreneurs with the skills necessary to start
and/or successfully run a small business in Europe.
New entrepreneurs gather and exchange knowledge and
business ideas with an experienced entrepreneur, with

Employment and Social Developments in Europe 2018:
positive trends and challenges
On 13 July 2018, the Commission
has published the 2018 edition of
its yearly Employment and Social
Developments in Europe (ESDE)
review. This year's edition confirms
the ongoing positive labour market
trends as well as an improving social situation. The numbers of people in employment reached new
record levels. With almost 238 million people having a job, employment has never been higher in the EU.

affected, compared with 2012. But
looking at the impact of technological
developments, there are uncertainties
about the future effects of automation
and digitalisation. This is why the 2018
ESDE review is dedicated to the
changing world of work.

This year's edition of the report aims
to analyse opportunities and risks
linked to technological innovation, demographic change, and globalisation.
The review shows what needs to happen so that everyIn 2017 over three and a half million more people were in body can benefit from these developments.
employment, compared with 2016. However, while the
number of hours worked per person employed has grown More information: https://goo.gl/6DYFQm
in recent years, they are still below the 2008 levels. At the
same time we witness rising disposable incomes and
lower levels of poverty. Severe material deprivation has
receded to an all-time low, with 16.1 million fewer people

European Solidarity Corps: Commission opens new call for project
proposals
The European Commission
is calling on interested parties to put forward ideas for
projects under the European
Solidarity Corps. A total of
€44 million has been set
aside from the EU budget
for selected projects that
will be open to all young
people across Europe and beyond.

ly adopt the Commission
proposal, following their political agreement in June
2018. The deadline to apply
is 16 October 2018, except
for projects of volunteering
teams, who have time to
apply until 18 February
2019.

More information:
The call launched is open to a broader range of projects
than ever before: in addition to longer-term individual http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4839_en.htm
volunteering, traineeships and jobs in solidarity fields.
Projects under the call for proposals launched will be selected once the European Parliament and Council formal-
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Managing migration: Commission expands on disembarkation and
controlled centre concepts
Following the call by EU leaders at
the June European Council, the
Commission is today expanding on
the concept of controlled centres as
well as short-term measures that
could be taken to improve the processing of migrants being disembarked in the EU, and giving a first
outline of the possible way forward
for the establishment of regional
disembarkation arrangements with third countries.

could have a temporary or ad-hoc nature depending on the location. The
main features of such centres are:
•

full operational support

•
rapid, secure and effective processing
•

full financial support

The Commission will also provide a central contact point
to coordinate among Member States taking part in solidarity efforts – as an interim measure until a fully-fledged
To improve the orderly and effective processing of those system can be established in the context of the ongoing
disembarked in the European Union, EU leaders have Common European Asylum System reforms.
called for the establishment of 'controlled centres' in the
EU.
More Information:
'Controlled Centres' in the EU

The centres would be managed by the host Member http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4629_en.htm
State with full support from the EU and EU Agencies and

A new EU resolution to protect migrant children
On 2 May 2018, the European Parliament
passed a new resolution to protect migrant children arriving in the European
Union.

these minors, 13% per cent were unaccompanied by a caregiver.
Following on from the 2017 European Commission communication on support for migrant children, the resolution emphasises
that all children – regardless of migration
status – are entitled to all the rights enshrined in the UN Convention of the Rights
of the Child.

The resolution calls for all Member States to
safeguard the rights and interests of children
when implementing their respective migration policies, taking into consideration the
unique challenges faced by child refugees
and asylum seekers, such as vulnerability to exploitation,
More Information:
violence and sexual abuse.
In 2017, 650,000 people submitted a first-time application https://goo.gl/7HtQkL
for asylum in the EU, of which 31% were minors. Of

Digital transformation:
challenge and opportunity for migrant workers
The digital transformation, from robotics to artificial intelligence, is
transforming our jobs.
It is opening up new working opportunities as our societies become more
technologically advanced. At the same
time, computers could soon be replacing humans and performing their tasks
across a number of sectors.
In this context, the European Pillar of
Social Rights focuses on inclusive education and training
policies, the importance of which has been confirmed
through the EU's Skills Agenda for Europe and the European Education Area.

The results of the study show that migrants are particularly exposed to the
effects of the digital transformation
and are therefore more in need of specific interventions – from education
and training to social protection.
More
information:
mYdRVh

https://goo.gl/
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News for Small and Medium
Enterprises (SMEs)
Money Market Funds: Better rules to ensure financial stability and
investor protection
On 21 July 2018 the new EU rules on money market funds enter into application. Money market funds are short-term investments used by corporates,
universities, hospitals and investors to manage their surplus cash, often as
an alternative to a bank account.
During the last financial crisis, money market funds proved vulnerable under
stressed market conditions. This is why the European Parliament and the Council
agreed to make these funds more resilient and limit possible contagion channels
to other financial entities and the financial system in general.
Uniform rules and supervisory practice across the EU aim to ensure that money
market funds are able to pay out investors at all times. This will in turn contribute to enhanced financial stability in
Europe. All funds pursuing a money market fund investment strategy, which were operating before the entry into
force of this Regulation on 21 July 2017, will have to demonstrate their compliance with the new rules by 21 January
2019.
More information: https://goo.gl/FCSQnJ

Commission engages with stakeholders in meeting of the Advisory
Group on EU Trade Agreements
The Commission on 11 July 2018 hold the third meeting of the Advisory Group on EU Trade Agreements, a
body created in September 2017 to allow the Commission to foster in-depth dialogue with civil society and
gather more easily different perspectives and insights from a wide and balanced group of stakeholders.
In its third meeting, the group composed of 28 organisations representing businesses, trade unions, consumers and
environmental groups will discuss the implementation of the EU-Canada Comprehensive Trade Agreement (CETA)
in the preparation of the CETA Joint Committee scheduled for September 2018; issues related to cross-border data
flows and personal data protection in trade and investment negotiations, as well as consumer issues in trade agreements, including those related to public health. More details about the meeting are available online.
The report of the meeting will be published in the following days. The advisory group builds
on the Commission's long-standing, active dialogue with civil society on trade issues and
other transparency mechanisms, including regular publication of EU negotiating proposals,
in line with commitments made in the "Trade for All" strategy of 2015.
More information: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1887
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CALENDAR SEPTEMBER 2018
Minimum standards for minorities in the EU
More information: https://goo.gl/np13jP
6th Moravian Conference on Rural Research
More information: http://eurorural.eu/eurorural18.html

3 September
Brussels, Belgium
3-7 September
Brno,
Czech Republic

Opening Up the Research Life Cycle
More information: http://openup-h2020.eu/2018/03/05/1145/

5-6 September
Brussels, Belgium

Human rights and the rule of law in Cuba and Venezuela - current situation and EU
engagement
More information: https://goo.gl/7vVTk7

6 September
Brussels, Belgium

EIC Innovators’ Summit
Περισσότερες πληροφορίες: https://eicsummit.eu/

10-11 September
Berlin, Germany

EIT Digital Annual Conference
More information: https://www.eitdigital.eu/conference/

11 September
Brussels, Belgium

H2020 "Climate Action, Environment, Resource Efficiency & Raw Materials" 2019 calls
- Information Days
More information: https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/2018-information-day-calls-2019

11-12 September
Brussels, Belgium

International Conference on Sustainable Development
More information: https://ecsdev.org/index.php/conference

12-13 September
Rome, Italy

URBACT City Festival
More information: http://2018cityfestival.urbact.eu/index.html

13-14 September
Lisbon, Portugal

International Conference on Web Information Systems and Technologies
More information: http://www.webist.org/

18-20 September
Seville, Spain

Science, Food, Society
More information: https://conference.efsa.europa.eu/

18-21 September
Parma, Italy

Value based Healthcare Implementation in Europe
More information: https://goo.gl/btjFr7

19 September
Barcelona, Spain

Peer Learning workshop on VET & S3
More information: https://goo.gl/JzDJ3J

20 September
Brussels, Belgium

A Personalized and Sustainable Approach Towards Cultural Heritage
More information: https://goo.gl/Gm7rVo

20 September
Brussels, Belgium

From the Performing Arts Stage to Screens Worldwide
More information: https://www.imz.at/imz-academy/editions/2018-04/

20-21 September
Prague,
Czech Republic

European Forum on Defence and Dual Technologies for the Protection of the Maritime
Domain
More information: https://endrpaca2018.b2match.io/

20-21 September
Toulon, France

Automation: Putting faces to jobs at risk
More information: https://bit.ly/1PbVuo4

25 September
Brussels, Belgium

Science is Wonder-ful event/European Researchers’ Night at the Parlamentarium
More information: https://bit.ly/2BUVCyL

25-26 September
Brussels, Belgium

2018 SMARTER Conference on Smart Specialisation and Territorial Development
More information: https://goo.gl/6RwPDC

26-28 September
Seville, Spain

Introducing the European Skills Index
More information: https://goo.gl/ehU65h

27 September
Brussels, Belgium

14th Conference of European Regions and Cities
More information: https://goo.gl/QVL7vr

30 September
Salzburg, Αυστρία
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CALENDAR OCTOBER 2018
Beyond Lithium-Ion - from Current Research to Industrial Application
More information: https://goo.gl/JYowKF

2 October
Nice, France

Managing researchers’ talents, skills and career development
More information: https://goo.gl/bueCv4

2 October
Vienna, Austria

Trade marks and geographical indications: future perspectives
More information: https://goo.gl/B3SWXt

3-4 October
Alicante, Spain

Health and Sustainable Development
More information: https://www.ehfg.org/conference/programme/

3-5 October
Hofgastein, Austria

The Impact Agenda for Social Sciences & Humanities 2018
More information: http://aesisnet.com/event/impact-ssh18/

4-5 October
Copenhagen,
Denmark

Horizon 2020 energy info day
More information: https://goo.gl/pXAKMC

5 October
Brussels, Belgium

European Week of Regions and Cities
More information: https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities/

8-11 October
Brussels, Belgium

Co-creating open digital services for age-friendly cities and communities
More information: https://mobile-age.eu/newsletter/2018/07/

9 October
Brussels, Belgium

Barriers to high-skilled labor mobility
More information: https://goo.gl/JY66Bc

10 October
Brussels, Belgium

Multi-stakeholder platform on SDGs
More information: https://goo.gl/VXhCQ4

11 October
Brussels, Belgium

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions: Innovative Training Networks (ITN)
More information: https://goo.gl/4HckKz
EU budget for the future
More information: https://goo.gl/6YYfeM
Webinar: IP in EU-funded Projects/Horizon 2020
More information: https://goo.gl/JppFwA
Digital transformation of public procurement conference
More information: https://goo.gl/GiCuVV

12 October
York,
United Kingdom
12 October
Brussels, Belgium
17 October
online
18 October
Lisbon, Portugal

Smart Cities, Secure Societies: Breakthroughs in EU and Japan Research Cooperation
More information: https://goo.gl/DKsYR3

24 October
Brussels, Belgium

IMI Stakeholder Forum 2018
More information: https://goo.gl/K4rDHi

24 October
Brussels, Belgium

Brokerage Event Europe in a changing world
More information: https://goo.gl/w6YJJp

30 October
Warsaw, Poland

ISSUE

135

PAGE

Members of the European Office of Cyprus
Full Members
UNIVERSITY OF CYPRUS
http://www.ucy.ac.cy/
OPEN UNIVERSITY OF CYPRUS
http://www.ouc.ac.cy/web/guest/home
CYPRUS UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY
http://www.cut.ac.cy/?languageId=2
FREDERICK UNIVERSITY
http://www.frederick.ac.cy/
UNIVERSITY OF NICOSIA

http://www.unic.ac.cy/
NEAPOLIS UNIVERSITY PAFOS
http://www.nup.ac.cy/
UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL LANCASHIRE - CYPRUS (UCLAN CYPRUS)
http://www.uclancyprus.ac.cy/
THE CYPRUS INSTITUTE
http://www.cyi.ac.cy/

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND CULTURE
http://www.moec.gov.cy/en/index.html
NICOSIA MUNICIPALITY
http://www.nicosia.org.cy/english/greekhome.shtm
CENTRE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF R&D IN EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY (CARDET)
http://www.cardet.org/
PwC
http://www.pwc.com.cy/
CYPRUS BROADCASTING CORPORATION
http://www.cybc.com.cy/

International Members
UNIVERSITY OF THESSALY
http://www.uth.gr/en/index.php
HELLENIC OPEN UNIVERSITY
https://www.eap.gr/en/
TECHNOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF ATHENS
http://www.teiath.gr/?lang=en
HOUSE OF CYPRUS (SPITI TIS KYPROU)
http://spititiskyprou.gr/
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Μembers of the European Office of Cyprus
Associate Members
CHURCH OF CYPRUS
http://www.churchofcyprus.org.cy/index.php?lang=en
CYPRUS TOURISM ORGANISATION (CTO)
http://www.visitcyprus.biz/
CYPRUS SPORT ORGANISATION
http://www.sportskoa.org.cy/
CYPRUS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (CCCI)
http://www.ccci.org.cy/
PAPHOS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
http://www.pcci.org.cy/
EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY CYPRUS

http://www.euc.ac.cy/
CYPRUS INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT
http://www.ciim.ac.cy/
ΙΜΗ
http://www.imhbusiness.com/
AGLANTZIA MUNICIPALITY
http://www.aglantzia.com/
STROVOLOS MUNICIPALITY
http://www.strovolos.org.cy/

Editing: European Office of Cyprus - Brussels Office
For more information: eoc.brussels@ucy.ac.cy

Aliki Varella
Coordinator of Brussels Office
E-mail: varella.aliki@ucy.ac.cy

Flora Stavropoulou
Junior Officer
E-mail: eoc.brussels2@ucy.ac.cy

European Office of Cyprus
www.eoc.org.cy
Brussels: Rue du Luxembourg 3, B-1000, Brussels, Tel./Fax: +32 (0) 2 280 22 85
Nicosia: 1, University Avenue, 2109 Aglantzia, Nicosia, Τel.: +357 22 89 4278, Fax:+ 357 22 89 5005
Athens: Embassy of the Republic of Cyprus, Xenophontos 2A, 105 57, Athens - Syntagma, Τel.: +30 210 373 4833
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